
READINGS FOR THE EASTER SEASON 
 
May 3 Abundant Life ~ Psalm 23; 1 Peter 2:19-25; John 10:1-10 

 
Psalm 23 ~ NRSV 
 
The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. 
He makes me lie down in green pastures;   
he leads me beside still waters; he restores my soul. 
He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake. 
Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil; 
for you are with me; your rod and your staff—they comfort me. 
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;  
you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord my whole life long 
 
1 Peter 2:19-25 ~ NRSV 
 
For it is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain while suffering 
unjustly.  If you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is 
that? But if you endure when you do right and suffer for it, you have God's 
approval. For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for 
you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his steps. "He 
committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth." When he was 
abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten; but 
he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. He himself bore our sins in 
his body on the cross, so that, free from sins, we might live for righteousness; 
by his wounds you have been healed. For you were going astray like sheep, 
but now you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls.  
 
John 10:1-10 ~ Inclusive Bible  
 
”The truth of the matter is, whoever does not enter the sheep fold through the 
gate but climbs in some other way is a thief and a robber. The one who enters 



through the gate is the shepherd of the sheep, the one for whom the keeper 
opens the gate. The sheep know the shepherd’s voice; the shepherd calls 
them by name and leads them out. Having led them all out of the fold, the 
shepherd walks in front of them and they follow because they recognize the 
shepherd’s voice. They simply will not follow strangers—they willl flee from 
them because they do not recognize the voice of strangers.” Even though 
Jesus used this metaphor with them, they did not grasp what he was trying to 
tell them.  He therefore said to them again: “The truth of the matter is, I am the 
sheep gate. All who came before me were thieves and marauders whom the 
sheep did not heed. I am the gate. Whoever enters through me will be safe—
you will go in and out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and 
slaughter and destroy. I came that you might have life and have it to the full. 
 

 
 
May 10 God’s Mercy ~ Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16; 1 Peter 2:2-10; John 14:1-14 

 
Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 ~ Common English Bible (CEB) 
 
I take refuge in you, Lord. Please never let me be put to shame.  
Rescue me by your righteousness! 
Listen closely to me! Deliver me quickly; be a rock that protects me; be a 
strong fortress that saves me! 

You are definitely my rock and my fortress. Guide me and lead me for the 
sake of your good name! Get me out of this net that has been set for me 
because you are my protective fortress. I entrust my spirit into your hands; 
you, Lord, God of faithfulness—you have saved me. 
My future is in your hands. Do not hand me over to my enemies, 
to all who are out to get me! 
Shine your face on your servant; save me by your faithful love! 
 
1 Peter 2:2-10 ~ NRSV 
 
Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may 
grow into salvation if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. Come to 



him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in 
God's sight, and like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual 
house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 
through Jesus Christ. For it stands in scripture: "See, I am laying in Zion a 
stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever believes in him will 
not be put to shame." To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those 
who do not believe, "The stone that the builders rejected has become the 
very head of the corner," and "A stone that makes them stumble, and a rock 
that makes them fall." They stumble because they disobey the word, as they 
were destined to do. But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation, God's own people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of 
him who called you out of darkness into his marvellous light. Once you were 
not a people, but now you are God's people; once you had not received 
mercy, but now you have received mercy.  
 
John 14:1-14 ~ Inclusive Bible 
 

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You have faith in God; have faith in me as 
well. In God’s house there are many dwelling places; otherwise, how could I 
have told you that I was going to prepare a place for you? I am indeed going 
to prepare a place for you, and then I will come back to take you with me, that 
where I am there you may be as well. You know the way that leads to where I 
am going.” Thomas replied, “But we do not know where you are going. How 
can we know the way?” Jesus told him, “I myself am the Way—I am Truth, and I 
am Life. No one comes to God but through me. If you really knew me, you 
would know God also. From this point on, you know God and you have seen 
God.” “Rabbi,” Philip said, “show us God, and that will be enough for us.” 
Jesus replied, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and still you do not 
know me? Whoever has seen me has seen God. How can you say, ‘Show us 
your God’ Do not you believe that I am in God and God is in me? The words I 
speak are not spoken of myself; it is God, living in me, who is accomplishing 
the works of God. Believe me that I am in God and God is in me, or else 
believe because of the works I do. The truth of the matter is, anyone who has 
faith in me will do the works I do—and greater works besides. Why? Because I 



go to God, and whatever you ask in my name I will do, so that God may be 
glorified in me. Anything you ask in my name I will do.” 
 

 
 

May 17 Foretelling of the Holy Spirit ~  Psalm 66:7-18; 1 Peter 3:13-22;  
John 14:15-21 

 
Psalm 66:7-18, CEB 
 
God rules with power forever; keeps a good eye on the nations. 
So do not let the rebellious exalt themselves.  
 
All you nations, bless our God! Let the sound of praise be heard! 
God preserved us among the living; and did not let our feet slip a bit. 
 
But you, God, have tested us—you have refined us like silver, trapped us in a 
net, laid burdens on our backs, let other people run right over our heads—we 
have been through fire and water. But you brought us out to freedom! 
 
So I will enter your house with entirely burned offerings. I will keep the 
promises I made to you, the ones my lips uttered, the ones my mouth spoke 
when I was in deep trouble. 
 
I will offer the best burned offerings to you along with the smoke of sacrificed 
rams. I will offer both bulls and goats.  
 
Come close and listen, all you who honour God; I will tell you what God has 
done for me: My mouth cried out to God with praise on my tongue. If I had 
cherished evil in my heart, God would not have listened. 
 
1 Peter 3:13-22, NRSV 
 
Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? But even if you 
do suffer for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, 
and do not be intimidated, but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Redeemer. 
Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from you an 



accounting for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and 
reverence. Keep your conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned, those 
who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be put to shame. For it is 
better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God's will, than to suffer 
for doing evil. For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for 
the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. Jesus was put to death in the 
flesh, but made alive in the spirit, in which also he went and made a 
proclamation to the spirits in prison, who in former times did not obey, when 
God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in 
which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through water. And baptism, 
which this prefigured, now saves you not as a removal of dirt from the body, 
but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with 
angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him.  
 
John 14:15-21, Inclusive Bible  
 
Jesus said to his disciples –  
“If you love me and obey the command I give you, I will ask the One who sent 
me to give you another Paraclete, another Helper to be with you always - the 
Spirit of Truth, whom the world cannot accept since the world neither sees her 
nor recognizes her; but you can recognize the Spirit because she remains with 
you and will be within you.  
 
I will not leave you orphaned; I will come back to you. A little while now and 
the world will see me no more; but you will see me; because I live, and you 
will live as well.  
 
On that day you will know that I am in God, and you are in me, and I am in 
you. Those who obey the commandments are the Ones who love me, and 
those who love  
 

 
 
 



May 25 Ascension ~ Psalm 47; Ephesians 1:15-23; Luke 24:44-53 
 
Psalm 47, CEB 
 
Clap your hands, all you people! Shout joyfully to God with a joyous shout! 
Because the Lord Most High is awesome, he is the great king of the whole 
world. He subdues the nations under us, subdues all people beneath our feet. 
 
He chooses our inheritance for us: the heights of Jacob, which he loves.  
God has gone up with a joyous shout—the Lord with the blast of the ram’s 
horn. Sing praises to God! Sing praises! 
 
Sing praises to our king! Sing praises because God is king of the whole world! 
Sing praises with a song of instruction! 
God is king over the nations. God sits on his holy throne. 
The leaders of all people are gathered with the people of Abraham’s God 
because the earth’s guardians belong to God; God is exalted beyond all. 
 
 
Ephesians 1:15-23, NRSV 
 
I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, 
and for this reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in 
my prayers. I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, 
may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so 
that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope 
to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance 
among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us 
who believe, according to the working of his great power. God put this power 
to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his 
right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power 
and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but 
also in the age to come. And he has put all things under his feet and has made 
him the head over all things for the church, which is his body, the fullness of 
him who fills all in all.  



 
Luke 24:44-53, Inclusive Bible  
 
 Then Jesus said to them, “Remember the words I spoke when I was still with 
you: everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and 
the psalms had to be fulfilled.” Then Jesus opened their minds to the 
understanding of the scriptures, saying, “That is why the scriptures say that the 
Messiah must suffer and rise from the dead on the third day. In the Messiah’s 
name, repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached to all nations, 
beginning at Jerusalem. You are witnesses of all this. “Take note: I am sending 
forth what God has promised to you. Remain here in the city until you are 
clothed with the power from on high.” Then Jesus took them to the outskirts 
of Bethany, and with upraised hands blessed the disciples.  While blessing 
them, the Saviour left them and was carried up to heaven. The disciples 
worshiped the risen Christ and returned to Jerusalem full of joy. They were 
found in the Temple constantly, speaking the praises of God 
 

 
 
May 31 Pentecost ~ Psalm 104:25-35, 37; Acts 2:1-21; John 20:19-23 

 
Psalm 104:25-35 ~ CEB 
 
And then there is the sea, wide and deep, with its countless creatures—living 
things both small and large. There go the ships on it, and Leviathan, which 
you made, plays in it!  
 
All your creations wait for you to give them their food on time. 
When you give it to them, they gather it up; when you open your hand, they 
are filled completely full!   

 
But when you hide your face, they are terrified; when you take away their 
breath, they die and return to dust. 
 



When you let loose your breath, they are created, and you make the surface of 
the ground brand-new again. 
 
Let the Lord’s glory last forever! Let the Lord rejoice in all he has made! 
He has only to look at the earth, and it shakes. God just touches the 
mountains, and they erupt in smoke. 
 
I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; I will sing praises to my God while I am 
still alive. Let my praise be pleasing to him; I am rejoicing in the Lord! 
Let sinners be wiped clean from the earth; let the wicked be no more. 
But let my whole being bless the Lord! Praise the Lord! 
 
 
Acts 2:1-21 ~ NRSV 
 
When the day of Pentecost arrived, they all met in one room. Suddenly they 
heard what sounded like a violent, rushing wind from heaven; the noise filled 
the entire house I which they were sitting. Something appeared to them that 
seemed like tongues of fire; these separated and came to rest on the head of 
each one. They were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 
languages as she enabled them.  
 
Now there were devout people living I Jerusalem from every nation under 
heaven, and at this sound they all assembled. But they were bewildered to 
hear their native languages being spoken. They were amazed and astonished: 
“Surely all of these people speaking are Galileans! How does it happen that 
each one of us hears these words in our native tongue? We are Parthians, 
Medes, Elamites, people from Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus 
and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and parts of Libya around Cyrene, as 
well as visitors from Rome – all Jews, or converts to Judaism – Creatans and 
Arabs, too; we hear them preaching each in our own language, about the 
marvels of God!”  
 
All were amazed and disturbed. They asked each other, “What does this 
mean?” But others said mockingly, “They have drunk too much new wine.” 



 
Then Peter stood up with the Eleven and addressed the crowd:  
“Women and men of Judea, and all of you who live in Jerusalem! Listen to 
what I have to say! These people are not drunk as you think – it is only nine 
o’clock in the morning! No, it is what Joel the prophet spoke of:  
 
‘In the days to come – it is our God who speaks – I will pour out my Spirit on all 
humankind. Your daughters and sons will prophesy, your young people will 
see visions, and your elders will dream dreams.  
 
Even on the most insignificant of my people, both women and men, I will pour 
out my Spirit in those days, and they will prophesy. And I will display wonders 
in the heavens above and signs on the earth below: blood, fire and billowing 
smoke. The sun will be turned into darkness and the moon will become blood 
before the coming o the great and sublime day of our God. And all who call 
upon the name of our God will be saved.’ 
 
John 20:19-23 ~ Inclusive Bible  
 
In the evening of that same day, the first day of the week, the doors were 
locked in the room where the disciples were, for fear of the Temple 
Authorities.  
 
Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” Having 
said this, the Saviour showed them the marks of the crucifixion. The disciples 
were filled with joy when they saw Jesus, who said to them again, “Peace be 
with you. As God has sent me, so I am sending you.” 
 
After saying this Jesus breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If 
you forgive anyone’s sins they are forgiven. If you retain anyone’s sins they are 
retained.” 
 
 

 
 


