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I am so excited about this
inaugural edition of
Dispatches: To all souls from
All Saints’, and I am very
grateful to Sylvia Sutherland
for taking this project on.
Communication is so
important to our life together,
not just what and when things
are happening, but information
about people, worship, our
sustainability, and our
common mission. 

I am so proud of how this
community has weathered the
COVID 19 pandemic. Despite
the buildings being closed for
most of the last year and a
half, we have actually thrived.
Prayer cards and phone calls
have kept us connected. The
live-stream and Radio hour
have kept us worshiping
together (if even from afar), 

and bible study and TGIF
continued on Zoom. The
Mission Strategy was birthed
and the SJAC and Youth
MAPS also went from dreams
to actions. The leadership
team identified the top 5 goals
they will focus on over the
next year, and other
committees are in the process
of creating their own Mission
Action Plans. 

With vaccines and a loosening
of the Provincial public health
rules we are open for public
worship and meetings. The
Radio Hour will continue, and
live-streaming our services is
just part of who we are and
how we do things now. With
vaccines and hope we may
see the choir back in the fall,
albeit in a limited way, yet
sadly (as it stands today) the 

congregation will not be able
to sing. But we are all moving
in a direction that will allow us
more in-person community
and interaction. So, the
question that keeps rolling
around my heart and mind is
‘what are we going to do with
what we have learned and
how will we honour this gift of
new life?’ After all we are a
resurrection people! We
believe in new beginnings, in
second, and third, and 490
more chances, we are people
of hope and love and justice.
We are people who are
coming out of chaos with the
opportunity to live into God’s
love. 

continued on following page
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B Y  R E V .  S A M A N T H A  C A R A V A N

Our All Saints' Community Gardens
are well on their way to supporting
our food security missional work.



To stay together, we have to stay in touch. That is the purpose of this newsletter — to keep us in
touch with each other and with the spiritual home we share, All Saints’.

During the long, challenging period of the pandemic, when we haven’t been able to gather together to
worship, All Saints’ has reached out to us: on the internet, on the radio, the live-streaming of services,
notes, phone calls, and now through this quarterly publication, Dispatches.

When Samantha asked me to edit a newsletter, I was honoured, but somewhat hesitant. I grew up in
the days of print, and had never laid out a publication electronically. I saw a steep learning curve
ahead in that department. That is, until the wonderful and talented Sarah Cook came to my rescue.
She is the official Creative Editor of Dispatches, and I owe her an enormous degree of thanks, not
only for her skill, but for being such a delight to work with.

I would like to thank everyone who has contributed to the first edition of Dispatches, and ask each of
you to please get in touch with me if you have anything you would like to see in future editions,
including news of your family such as births, marriages and other significant events.

Sylvia Sutherland
sylvia.sutherland@outlook.com
705-761-5771

Let’s dig in, if you have never
listened to the Radio hour -
give it a listen, if you have not
been to bible study then come
along, if you have become a
member of All Saints’ in this
pandemic and you have never
stepped foot in the church for
worship - we cannot wait to
welcome you. As we slowly
begin to rouse from the
hibernation of this pandemic,
let us do so with grace, and
care. Let’s not rush head-long
into old habits and tired ways.
We have an unprecedented
opportunity to listen to where
God is at work in our own
hearts, and in the hearts of
our neighbours, and respond. 

I leave you with this
exceptional psalm written by
Edward Hays. I hope it
encourages and challenges
you as much as it does me.  

A Psalm of New Wineskins
Comfortable and well-worn are my daily paths
whose edges have grown grey with constant use.

My daily speech is a collection of old words
worn down at the heels by repeated use.

My language and deeds, addicted to habit,
prefer the taste of old wine, the feel of weathered skin.

Come and awaken me, Spirit of the new.

Come and refresh me, Creator of green life.

Come and inspire me, Risen Son,
you who make all things new:
I am too young to be dead, to be stagnant in spirit.

High are the walls that guard the old, the tried and secure ways of yesterday
that protect me from the dreaded plague, the feared heresy of change.

For all change is a danger to the trusted order,
the threadbare traditions that are maintained by the narrow ruts of rituals.

Yet how can an everlastingly new covenant retain its freshness and vitality
without injections of the new, the daring, the untried?

Come, O you who are ever-new,
wrap my heart in new skin, ever flexible to be reformed by your Spirit.

Set my feet to fresh paths this day:
inspire me to speak original and life-giving words 
and to creatively give shape to the new.

Come and teach me how to dance with delight 
whenever you send a new melody my way.
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EDITOR'S NOTE

mailto:sylvia.sutherland@outlook.com


We commit to the safe keeping
of God the following members
of All Saints’

Raymond (Ray) Edgar Rylott
April 22, 1933 ~ Jan 28, 2021

 
Irene Doris May Gillespie 

June 11, 1939 ~ March 5, 2021
 

Betty Mary Hubbel
November 7, 1919 ~ May 7, 2021

 
Ileen Rosely Hully

November 14, 1926 ~ May 7, 2021
 

Lenore Marjorie Allen
March 29, 1937 ~ June 8, 2021

 
Beverley Linsdell

June 6, 1938 ~ June 21, 2021
 

Rest eternal grant unto our beloved,
O God. And let light perpetual shine
upon them.
May the souls of our beloved family,
and the souls of all the departed
rest in peace and rise 
in glory. 
Amen

U P D A T E  B Y  T R U D I  F A R Q H U A R ,  D E P U T Y  W A R D E N
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panel, reviewing the potential
sale of the Terraces, or
installing community garden
boxes, we are hard at work
guaranteeing the future of All
Saints’. 

The resilience of our members
is definitely a bright light in
what have been for all of us
dark and challenging days.

As a brand new Warden as of
Vestry 2021, I have been so
impressed with the Leadership
Team to date, and the work
that has been done and
continues to be done on behalf
of the congregation and our
community. 

There is an overwhelming
learning curve, and I am very
thankful for everyone’s
kindness in responding to my
many questions. 

We have begun discussions
dividing our workload into
portfolios to more evenly share
the work, minimize duplication
and create more efficiencies. 
The portfolio’s generally break
down into Parish Life (Geoff),
Finance (Barry), Property
(Randy) and Missional Strategy
(Trudi) and we have also spent
time creating our own 
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Under Samantha’s leadership I
believe these initiatives, such
as this newsletter, are a
testament that All Saints’ is
more than just bricks and
mortar, and that we can still
function as a church even
when we don’t see each other. 

Even in a pandemic, the
church is moving forward on
getting the job done. Whether
it be painting and repairs
inside the church, pointing on
the outside of the building,
responding to the Terrace fire,
installing outdoor security
lighting, hiring and training a
new church administrator,
reviewing financial
expenditures, replacing the fire 

Even in a pandemic, 

the church is moving

forward on getting the

job done. 

-  G E O F F  M A T H E W S

This newsletter is a welcome
addition, especially during
these times of trying to stay
connected within the church
community. 

For me, one of the biggest
challenges as a warden is
trying to make sure everyone
stays connected to the church
when there is no in- person
worship.

We don’t all have the tools to
connect through technology,
but the Leadership team has
worked to keep engaged with
our congregation, while at the
same time attracting new
members through new
initiatives. 

U P D A T E  B Y  G E O F F  M A T H E W S ,  I N C U M B E N T ' S  W A R D E N  

Missional Strategy MAP
(posted on our web site),
where we have prioritized the
Missional Strategy goals for
2021. 

We have introduced MAP
discussion tools with Parish
Council so they may more
easily begin work with their
committee/group to create their
own MAPS for this year. Since
the Missional Strategy brings
us together in focus, as a
leadership team we are
working hard to create interest
and commitment within our
community to reaching the
goals we all stated were
important to us.



We are told that the COVID
protocols will remain in place
for some time, your safety is a
priority. The COVID protocols
in effect at the church are:

Screening and contact
tracing is in effect until
further notice
A face mask that covers
your nose to under your
chin must be worn while
inside the building
Physical distancing will be
maintained
No coffee hour yet - you
are welcome to stand
outside and chat at a
distance
Wash your hands or use
the hand sanitizer available
No hand shaking or
hugging (yep – this is
indeed sad, but at least we
are under the same roof –
we are making progress!)
No singing

COVID Protocols
We are so grateful to be
reopened for in person
worship. During the summer
months we will continue with
Morning Prayer as the main
service. Communion will be
offered once on July 25th and
August 29th. Beginning
September 12th, we will return
to weekly Communion.
 

Special Vestry
A Special Vestry was held on
Tuesday, June 15 via ZOOM
to consider the sale of the
Terraces. All of the details of
the motion, executive
summary, and FAQ’s is posted
on the website.

At Special Vestry 43 people
were present, 42 voting
members (the Incumbent does
not get a vote). 39 voted Yes,
3 voted No, no one abstained.
That is 93% support.
 
The next steps are:
1. A market value for the
property will be determined.
2. Negotiations with the
College of Bishop’s as to the
percentage of the proceeds
we can retain.
3. Discussions with potential
purchasers.
 
As committed to vestry the
leadership team will keep the
parish as informed as
possible.

Stay tuned!
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Missional Strategy
Have you read the Missional
Strategy documents? If not,
they are available on the
website, click on the tab – Our
Missional Strategy – and you
will discover all kinds of
exciting information, including
the Missional Strategy, and
committee MAPS from Social
Justice and Advocacy, Youth,
and the leadership Team. Over
the summer more committees
will be working on their MAPS.
Whether you are on a
committee or not, we
encourage you to read the
strategy and decide where you
can add your time, talent and
voice.

Property 2021
While the buildings have been
closed, we have taken the
opportunity to get some work
done.
Church Sanctuary 
The walls that were peeling
paint in the choir area have
been repaired. While doing the
work our excellent painter
Peter Kubovic made some
colour suggestions and we
think they have only added to
the beauty of our sacred
space. The back wall has been
painted a beautiful blue, and
that colour has been also used
as an accent when the
windows were repaired and
painted.
The Narthex windows, ceiling
and walls were also repaired
and painted, as well as the
windows in the back staircase. 
Church Building 
John Landry has completed the
pointing work on the masonry.
This work removes decaying
mortar and replaces it with new
sand and mortar. This will
maintain the building for years
to come. 

Lower Parish Hall
The lower parish hall has had a
complete repaint. It is now
bright and clean and ready to
use.

Parish Hall Kitchen and
Pantry 
With the blessing of the ACW
the kitchen and pantry have
had a little facelift. The ceiling
in the kitchen was repaired and
painted, the walls have been
repainted as have the
cupboard doors. It is bright and
clean and waiting to serve our
neighbourhood. 

Elevator 
The floor in the elevator has
been replaced. The old and
smelly carpet was removed
and an easy to clean vinyl floor
has been installed.



during our Morning Prayer
service each week. I have
received such great feedback
on our teaching and visual
presentations. The colourful
slideshows are a hit, thanks to
the skills of Rose St. Thomas,
our Youth Ministry Apprentice
this year (who has a degree in
Illustration!). Moreover, I am 
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Building and growing Youth
and Family Ministry initiatives
during a pandemic is no small
feat! However, the community
of All Saints’ Peterborough has
always been tenacious in the
face of any challenge. It has
been wonderful to witness the
resilience and resourcefulness
of the All Saints’ congregation
during the pandemic,
particularly in the new ways we
have found to serve our
youngest neighbours. In 2021,
we continue to connect with
families safely, using digital
tools, radio dials and physical
distancing - while still
developing a close spiritual
community.  
 
Like so many at All Saints’, I
am encouraged by our
congregation's growing
commitment to food security for
families in our neighbourhood.
What started as a stop-gap
measure has grown into
something that is indeed “more
than we could ask or imagine”.
I have been delighted to get to
know some of the families who
have been introduced to us
through this commitment. Our
distanced Family Ministry
programs have grown by leaps
and bounds this year because
of our parish's willingness to
meet new families by meeting
their physical needs. Members
of churches often feel that we
are only called to meet spiritual
needs, but the example of
Jesus shows us that meeting
people’s physical needs is
transformative. It is our
commitment to living out the
love we have been shown by
God. It is my hope that through
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this programming, all the young
families in this neighbourhood
would have full bellies, full
hearts, and joyful spirits. 
 
I have to say that one of my
favourite parts of our Youth
and Family Ministry is our
weekly Sunday’s Cool segment 

Family Ministry and Summer Fun!

continued on following page



 
Discipleship isn’t just for
Sundays! In fact, our upcoming
Discovery Camps are an
opportunity to dive into fun and
learning for a whole week. This
year we are running Discovery
Camps in the first two weeks of
August, for children ages 4-12.
 
This year we have our popular
“Justice Camp” VBS running
the first week of August! This
camp empowers young
participants to make a
difference in the world, and to
explore Jesus’s teachings
about “neighbour-hood” in a
hands-on way. Our second
week of Camp will be an
adventure “Under the Sea”!
Get ready to “dive” into
learning about the created
world, the wonders of the sea,
and our responsibility as
stewards of the earth we share.
This year camp will be a hybrid
distance camp, with daily in-
person activities outdoors. We
will be following safe COVID
protocols, while enjoying some
much-needed screen-free time
outside. You can support a
child to go to camp this year by
contributing to a “campership”!
Please speak with Samantha
or me if you would like to send
a child to camp.
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proud to say that many adults
have messaged me to tell me
that they appreciate having the
scripture taught to them in this
way. Some adults are sheepish
about this, but there’s no need!
Youth and Family Ministry
benefits people of all ages. It
brings some freshness and
laughs to the service, but I am
also proud of our youngest
parishioners for engaging
serious topics with curiosity
and grace. 
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“Sunday’s Cool” doesn’t only
happen online! It also happens
at home! We have enjoyed
sending at-home resources for
families in the form of seasonal
Family Ministry Kits. These are
gift bags stuffed with prayers,
lessons, crafts and treats.
These kits have the added
bonus of empowering parents
and grandparents to engage in
faith-development and
discipleship at home.  

I could go on! There are a LOT
of exciting things in the works
for the fall — but alas, I cannot
write a full novella here, so I
look forward to sharing more in
our next newsletter. In the
meantime, please pray for the
children, youth and families of
our parish. Pray for their
wellbeing, their good hearts
and their spiritual growth. I am
grateful for the community of
All Saints’ Peterborough, I love
working with young people in
our parish family. 

Here we GROW!



After one of his evening
sessions with the piano, my
father came into my room for a
chat. He said, “I will not be in
church this weekend due to 
 family obligation, and how
does playing in my stead grab
you”? I was dumbfounded for
a moment because I knew it
was a call to service as well as
an opportunity to acquit myself
well on the organ. He broke
the silence in the room when
he said it was alright to feel
the way I felt. When it was
time for him to leave my room,
he tapped me on my shoulder
and said, “be well, son”.  I am
elated to say that it was that
Sunday service, of that
particular weekend, that
ushered in a defining moment
of my calling as an organist.
 

There is a saying that the
apple doesn’t fall far from the
tree. My journey into the world
of music as an organist started
from my father’s living room in
the ancient city of Ibadan, Oyo
State, Nigeria. I can remember
his upright piano placed close
to the dining table. I watched
him play the piano every night
after dinner. I did not only stay
up every night to see him play,
I also absconded often times
from the Sunday school
classes just to watch him play
the organ in the main
auditorium of the church. I was
fascinated by my father’s
passion and commitment to
music as an organist. Thus, I
took to music as an organist at
an early age under the tutelage
of my father.

Over time, I came into my own.
I was appointed as the school
organist in my senior year in
the secondary school.  In the
same vein, in my sophomore
year at the university, I was
appointed as one of the
organists in the school
fellowship. While I relished all
my past experiences towards
becoming an organist, it was
my father’s invitation to play
that I valued the most.

 
Every Organist/Director of
Music needs to be part of a
family or better still, needs a
place to call home. Home is a
place where Jesus Christ is at
the centre of all activities, with
a culture of excellence in
every endeavour, including
making music and leading
worship. I am delighted to call
All Saints’ Peterborough a
family and that I am home.
Thus, ever since I joined the
church and the music team in
particular, we have been able
to maintain the tradition of
excellence in music and its
related activities. Even though
the advent of COVID-19
brought disruptions its wake,
the successful hosting of the
annual Pub Chorale, the
Advent Carol Service,
Remembrance Day Service,
Christmas Eve Service and the
Pageant Night and Choir and
Organ music recording all lent
credence to the commitment of
the music team to the standard
of excellence of the church.
We cannot wait for the
lockdown to be over, so that
the choir can resume its full
choral activities. The choir,
under my leadership, will
continue to grow from strength
to strength as we serve in the
vineyard of our Lord Jesus.
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TUNDE'S JOURNEY
B Y  T U N D E  O K U B A D E J O ,  O R G A N I S T / D I R E C T O R  O F  M U S I C

Home is a place where
Jesus Christ is at the

centre of all activities,
with a culture of excellence

in every endeavour,
including making music

and leading worship. 

-  T U N D E  O K U B A D E J O

 

Even with COVID-19
limitations, Tunde
has continued to

provide All Saints'
with musical

components of our
liturgy.
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The following question was
sent to Samantha by email:

Why when something happens
in the news like the discovery
of the 215 child remains in
Kamloops or the death of the
Muslim family in London, do
you feel you need to add it into
your sermon? I am tired of
hearing about racism and the
terrible things in our world. I
want comfort on Sunday
morning. 

Samantha’s Answer:  

I so appreciate this question.
On the first Sunday of Advent
every year we hear the words
of the prophet Isaiah from
chapter 40, vs1; ‘“Comfort my
people, give them comfort,”
says your God.’ In these past
18 months of the pandemic,
comfort has eluded many of
us. We are worried about
COVID, helping family
members and friends who
have lost their job, or are
dealing with other illnesses

such as cancer, or are living
with grief over the loss of a
beloved. We are all tired of
living without the love and
comfort, the companionship of
those we love. We have
discovered that a simple hug
has such power. It is
understandable that comfort is
at the top of our list. We are all
searching for even a moment
of grace in which we can sit
back and feel safe. 

I can appreciate that news
topics in my sermons may
upset some, I do not include
them for shock value or
judgement. I include news
topics such as the ones you
have asked about to remind us
that even in the midst of
struggle we are called. A few
verses after Isaiah offers
comfort he says, “A voice cry
out, ‘Clear a path through the
wilderness for God! Make a 
 straight road through the
desert for our God! Let every
valley be filled in, every
mountain and hill be laid low;

ASK THE PASTOR
let every cliff become a plain,
and the ridges become a
Valley! Then the glory of God
will be revealed, and all
humankind will see it.’.” (Isa
40:3-5). 

In the midst of everything else
that is going on in our lives
and the world, we are called to
make a path for God, to
continually offer a place and
space for God to enter into our
own lives and the lives of
those around us, to transform
our own lives and hearts, and
the world around us, into a
more Christ like reality. My
prayer is that you may find
comfort in other parts of our
worship. I also pray that
comfort finds its way to you in
birdsong, and the voice of a
beloved on the other end of
the phone, in a prayer offered
through the mail, and in so
many other daily things in your
life. 

To God be all the glory.
Samantha 

The choir is missing the in-
person rehearsals and church
services. When it became clear
that singing together would not
be happening for the
foreseeable future, it was
decided to attempt to record
individuals, or very small
groups (8 feet apart), and
marry the recordings together.
It was felt that this could occur
safely in the church nave. As
the pandemic worsened, it was
decided that even this would
be riskier than we were
comfortable with. However, it
was possible for a soloist or 

two singers to be present in
the chancel. Volunteers came
forward to offer their talents.

When the church was again
unable to hold services, the
choir decided to try to sing
together through “Zoom”. This
allowed those with the
technology to meet Thursday
evenings (our regular choir
practice time) and sing
together. This presented with
some challenges, but we
persisted. We had the
opportunity to learn some new
music for communion settings,
to enjoy some old chestnuts
we knew and loved, some new
and familiar hymns. Tunde
found some very fine pieces of
music from Nigeria, and we
had the opportunity to learn
these (in the Nigerian
anguage). “Emi Yio Gbe Oju 

Mi Soke Wonnie” was one of 
the pieces we attempted to
learn. Tunde offered us some
pronunciation instruction (try
getting your tongue around it
GBE!!). Another Nigerian piece
of music was ORE – OFE. The
translation of the words is as
follows: “May the grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ, the love of
God and the fellowship of the
Holy Spirit be with us from this
time and forever more Amen,
so shall it be.”

We have postponed our Zoom
rehearsals for the summer, but
are planning to meet once a
month in June, July and
August just to keep in touch
with one another. We are
looking forward to the time
when we can once again
gather in person as a
community of singers.
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Our strategic ministry is Food
Security in our community,
focusing on the
neighbourhoods surrounding
our church. One in six families
in Peterborough are food
insecure. We are focused on
changing that. If you like, come
and chat with me sometime
and I’ll tell you more about our
journey.

We have developed
partnerships with Prince of
Wales School, Kawartha Food
Share, of which we are a
member agency, the YWCA
Nourish Food Program, and
Food Not Bombs, an amazing
group of volunteers who feed
hundreds of hungry,
marginalized people every
week.

We support local farmers:
Millar’s Eggs in Keene and
Sikma’s Vegetable Farm in
Lakefield. This year, we will
have some produce from our
very own raised garden beds to
use….YES!!

At this time our weekly
Outreach Food Program
provides 35 families with
supplemental food every week.
The number continues to grow
as does the number of drop-in
clients we serve through the
week. We are building

community, building
relationships, offering hope,
and addressing food insecurity
all at the same time. We are
putting the Gospel into
transformative action!

Our five new raised garden
beds along the south side of
the church are gorgeous! It
has been a team effort. All of
the vegetables are thriving.
We’ll have access to healthy
food all summer long and
enjoy canning workshops in
the winter, which will
guarantee access to healthy
food all winter long.

In September, we hope to
begin offering monthly
community meals to build
relationships with our
neighbours, all with
Peterborough Public Health
approval, of course. We’ve
worked on menus, chosen a
name for the meal, and a night
of the week on which to hold it.
We’re excited about offering
some “radical hospitality.” 

In the fall, Cormac plans on
offering a monthly after-school
program for children called,
“Come Cook with Us.” Sounds
like fun, so stay tuned.

I N T R O D U C T I O N  B Y  S U Z A N N E  M C M I L L A N ,  
S J A C  C H A I R
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As the Social Justice and Advocacy
Committee our mandate is to be the
church in the world and invite the
world into the church. 

We also have opportunities for
parishioners to bring their own
personal missional passion
project to life. Passion Projects
are short term (4-6 weeks) and
allow people to act on the
mission God is calling them to.
If you’re interested, call
Suzanne and get a Passion
Project Form today.

We are seriously committed to
implementing Social Justice
and Advocacy programming in
the area of Truth and
Reconciliation. And this is
where I begin my journal on
the following page today,
learning about our Indigenous
siblings’ journeys.

 
Justice and Advocacy

are always an adventure.
We know where we begin, 

are never sure of the
twists and turns we may

encounter, or where 
we’ll find ourselves 

at the end of the journey.
 

Our Breakfast Bags' have evolved
since their first inception, and
now include all of these food
items plus pasta sauce, and
frozen and canned vegetables.  
 Our Outreach Food Program now
supports over 120 local children
and adults with supplemental
food each week.
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 TALES OF JUSTICE AND ADVOCACY
B Y  R E V .  S U Z A N N E  M C M I L L A N ,  A L L  S A I N T S '  D E A C O N  A N D  S J A C  C H A I R

As our quarterly newsletter
Dispatches takes flight, I
thought it might be interesting
to share our goals and
individual projects, keeping
you updated as each issue is
sent out to you. 

The members of the Social
Justice and Advocacy
Committee (SJAC) have been
focused on and working hard
to equip ourselves for the
compassionate work of
“Justice and Advocacy”. Early
in our mandate, we committed
as a team to learn about and
grow in compassion and
understanding of our
indigenous siblings and their
journey. We are presently
working through the
documentary, “The Doctrine of
Discovery”, which
encompasses 12 segments.
We pause after each segment
and share our thoughts and
feelings about specific
reflective questions asked by
the team who created the
documentary. The questions
are thought-provoking and can
be emotional and gut-
wrenching at times as, in
thoughtfully attempting to
answer them, we reflect on the
interviews and images. We are
committed to doing this work
because we want to work
toward a Canada in which
every person will live with
dignity, value and purpose. We
want to understand the past in
order to contribute to
reconciliation in our country.

To do this we have to reflect
on our shared history, the
harmful periods and the events
that continue to haunt us
today. Increasing our
knowledge about the 

oppressive foundation upon
which this country was built is
a critical part of reaching
reconciliation. In 1876, the
Indian Act was created. It has
dictated and constrained the
lives and opportunities of
Indigenous Peoples ever
since.
 
I commend to you Bob
Joseph’s book, 21 Things You
May Not Know About The
Indian Act. It is the perfect
introduction to the troubling
legacy with which many
Canadians continue to wrestle
with today. The recent
discovery of the bodies of 215
children in unmarked graves at
a residential school in
Kamloops, British Columbia
acknowledges just one more
piece of our dark and shameful
past as a country. At times we
ask ourselves, is there any
real hope for reconciliation or
perhaps justice? Last week a
small light shone through
when the Senate gave its
blessing to Bill-C15. This new
law will bring into force, IN
CANADA, the Global Human
Rights Standards, articulated
in the United Nations
Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples.

This declaration sets down the
land, cultural, linguistic,
spiritual, political and
economic rights of First
Nations, Inuit and Metis people
that Canada will now be
obliged to honour. This bill
requires the federal
government to work with
Indigenous Peoples with
greater trust, respect and co-
operation to develop concrete
plans to implement this
International Declaration.   

The time is right for a new
transformative and respectful
relationship between Canada
and its Indigenous Peoples. 
Might there be a glimmer of
hope for a more equitable,
inclusive and tolerant home for
all Canadians? 

Let us give thanks to the
Creator for this small step
toward building a new
relationship with our
Indigenous siblings. We ask
for strength to continue the
work of reconciliation with
respect and humility. 

 
...somewhere in

between

[Indigenous

spirituality and

Christianity],

there's a space that

is needed for

people to heal of

the legacy.
 

-  R T .  R E V .  C H R I S
H A R P E R

 

B I S H O P  O F  S A S K A T O O N



built, filled, and planted. Many
of the plants are well on their
way to providing needed food
to those in our neighbourhood
and city. The gardens will
compliment the weekly food
supplements to clients already
being done in partnership with
Kawartha Food Share. We are
hoping (and planning) to grow
approximately 300-400 pounds
of vegetables this summer. 
 We are also hoping (and
planning) to offer canning
classes.  

A special thank you and
sincere gratitude to Marty
Vanden Anker (and his trusty
gophers Tao and Corbin) and
to Matt Warren, for their gift of
time, excellent skills, and
commitment to building the
community gardens and
installing them on the south
side of the Church.

spouses. Each knows their
jobs, everyone gets along. We
have a long break each
morning with a traditional
funny joke read. There is
always much laughter.

Those days will be back. Once
everyone is vaccinated and we
can get back to normal, we will
get back together and we will
continue to support the many
charities that need our help.

Thanks to the hard work and
collaboration of our The Social
Justice and Advocacy
Committee (SJAC) and church
leadership our All Saint's
Community Garden have been 

SJAC members, volunteers, 
and leadership team planting
at the gardens.

Our planters are currently
overflowing with vibrant and
lush plants.  
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March 13, 2020. A day I will
never forget. That was the last
day of Easter Egg making in
which the ACW and friends
were together enjoying the
camaraderie of each other.
We even had Michelle Ferrari,
a local Videoblogger,  there to
do a story on the long history
of Easter Egg making.

EGGS-TRAODINARY ACW TRADITIONS
U P D A T E  B Y  K A R E N  S A D L E R ,  A C W  P R E S I D E N T

It started over 55 years ago
ago with six women. Now it's
an assembly line of ACW
members, friends and  

D I S P A T C H E S  -  T O  A L L  S O U L S  F R O M  A L L  S A I N T S '
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Marguerite “trusts the Lord”
and “goes on my merry way."

Marguerite Cook turned 107
last December 14. For more
than 90 of those years she has
graced the pews of All Saints’.
It is a remarkable record; she
is a remarkable person.

Full of grace and good will,
humour and determination, she
says she has no secrets for
living a long life, other than
reading the Bible every day.
“I don’t know. I just go on my
merry way. I don’t indulge in
the wrong kind of thing, I go to
my church regularly, I trust in
the Lord, and have a lot of
friends,” she told a reporter on
her 105th birthday.

Marguerite was born in
Knowlton, Quebec, and came
to Peterborough with her family
when she was 12. When she
married her husband,Tom, they
built a home in 1953 on Park
Street S., near the Otonabee
River, where she remained
following Tom’s death in 1981
until she moved to Rubidge
Hall about eight years ago.
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What is a ’saint’? 
Well, a “Saint’ capital ’S’ is a
person who has lived a life of
faith that has been virtuous
and holy. It is usually a person
who has made a significant
impact on who we are as a
Church and as such has been
canonized by the Church -
such as St. Paul, or St. Peter, or
Kateri Tekakwitha Canada’s
first Indigenous Saint! 

A ‘saint’ lowercase ‘s’ – is you! A
‘saint’ is anyone who lives a life
of faith, who strives to be more
Christlike with each passing
day, who loves God and loves
their neighbour. 
Welcome to sainthood! 

Marguerite and Tom travelled
widely — across Canada, and
to the United States, England,
Scotland, Ireland, and Italy. But
home was here, in
Peterborough, and at All
Saints’.

And at the hospital, where for
60 years as a volunteer, she
cared for babies and made
trays of favours for patients,
and for which she received a
medal from the Queen.

She rode and, with her sister,
showed horses. She drove until
she was 98.  

Marguerite never hesitates to
share her faith. It has
sustained her through periods
of loss over her long life. “I
trusted in the Lord a lot
because I have no one else but
my friends,” she once said.

Marguerite is certainly one of
the saints among us.

Submitted by Sylvia Sutherland
Contact Sylvia should you have a
suggestion for our next 
saint of the season.
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M a r g u e r i t e  C o o k

Marguerite Cook looking happy and
healthy at her 105th birthday
celebrations, held at Rubidge Hall.

Photo courtesy of Judy Mills

 
The Cross offers faith for the doubter, 

hope for the despondent, belonging for the lonely,

and salvation for the lost. 

-  D R .  K R I S H  K A N D I A H

 F O U N D I N G  D I R E C T O R  O F  H O M E  F O R  G O O D

 

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Saint-Paul-the-Apostle
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Saint-Peter-the-Apostle
https://www.cccb.ca/the-catholic-church-in-canada/saints-blesseds-canada/canadian-saints/st-kateri-tekakwitha-1656-1680/

