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Welcome to our sacred space we create by being in community.  
We are all bound together in this space and time through the love of God.  

As a community, we are open and honest,  
striving for justice and compassion in all of our dealings and relationships.  

We seek direction through prayer, study, and worship.  
All Saints celebrates diversity and respects our ancient traditions. 

 Welcome, let us journey together.  
 
 
 



WE GATHER 
 
WELCOME 
Officiant Come in. Come into this place of Lent, which we make holy by 

our presence. Come in with all your vulnerabilities and strengths, 
fears and anxieties, loves and hopes. For here you need not 
hide, nor pretend, nor be anything other than who you are, and 
are called to be.  
Come into this place of Lent, where the ordinary is sanctified,  
the human is celebrated, the compassionate is expected.  
 
Come into this place of Lent for together we make it a holy 
place. 

 
OPENING PRAYERS 
Deacon Creating God, blessed are you and blessed is this time and 

place. Thank you for your people gathered near and far.  
All We are here! Being the Church! We have not retreated!  

We are standing in praise! 
Deacon Reconciling Redeemer, you are the mender of our souls and the 

healer of our broken bodies. You lift us up, strengthen and 
sustain, nurture and nourish, heal and help.  

All Holy Fire, ignite a new spark in the heart of each one gathered.  
Deacon Light our way. Warm our bodies. Inspire our tongues to speak a 

new word, to shout another praise, and to sing an amazing song 
that will bring to us life and to You glory!   
Come, let us journey together through Lent, 

All we are mortals seeking salvation.  
Deacon Come, there are sins to be confessed 
All we are mortals seeking God’s mercy.  
Deacon Come, there are prayers to be uttered  
All we are mortals seeking Truth. 
Deacon Come, there are roads to be traveled 
All we are mortals seeking the Way.  

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Deacon Wondrous God, 
All who no image can encompass, no definition encircle, and yet who 

meets us in the gentle touch of love, the beauty of a butterfly’s 
wing, and the laughter of children, help us to move beyond our 
attempts to limit You, intellectualize You or to eliminate You from 
all that is earthy, sensuous or vibrant, so that we may greet You 
in every particle of this spectacular universe which You are 
creating. Amen.  

 
WE LISTEN FOR THE SPIRIT 

 

 
PSALM 119:49-56 Inclusive Bible 
 
Grant to your faithful the fulfillment of your word,  
for you have given me hope.  
Your life-giving promise has been great comfort during my torment. 
Though the proud scoff bitterly at me,  
I do not turn away from your Law.  
I remember your ancient ordinances, God, and I am comforted. 
Indignation seizes me because of the corrupt who reject your Law.  
Your statutes are all I sing about in my wayfarer’s shelter.  
I remember you in the night, God, and I will keep your Law. 
For it has been my fortune to obey your precepts. 

 
GOSPEL Mark 1:29-45 The Inclusive Bible 
Deacon May God be with you.  
All And also with you.  
Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Saviour Jesus Christ according to 

Mark.  
All Glory to you, Jesus the Christ. 
Upon leaving the synagogue, Jesus entered Simon’s and Andrew’s house 
with James and John.  Simon’s mother-in-law lay ill with a fever, and 
immediately they told Jesus about her. Jesus went over to her, took her by 



the hand and helped her up, and the fever left her. Then she went about her 
work. After sunset, as evening drew on, they brought to Jesus all who were ill 
and possessed by demons.  Everyone in the town crowded around the door.  
Jesus healed many who were sick with different diseases and cast out many 
demons. But Jesus would not permit the demons to speak, because they 
knew who he was.  
Rising early the next morning, Jesus went off to a lonely place in the desert 
and prayed there.  Simon and some companions managed to find Jesus  and 
said to him, “Everybody is looking for you!” Jesus said to them, “Let us move 
on to the neighboring villages so that I may proclaim the Good News there 
also. That is what I have come to do.”  So Jesus went into their synagogues 
proclaiming the Good News and expelling demons throughout the whole of 
Galilee.  
A person with leprosy approached Jesus, knelt down and begged, “If you are 
willing, you can heal me.” Moved with pity, Jesus stretched out a hand, 
touched the person with leprosy and said, “I am willing. Be cleansed.” 
Immediately the leprosy disappeared, and the person with the disease was 
cured.  Jesus gave a stern warning and sent the person off.  “Not a word to 
anyone,” Jesus said. “Go off and present yourself to the priest and make an 
offering for your healing as Moses commanded, as a testimony to the 
religious authorities.” But the person who had been healed went off and 
began to proclaim the whole matter freely, making the story public. As a 
result it was no longer possible for Jesus to enter a town openly, and Jesus 
stayed in lonely places. Even so, people kept coming to him from all 
directions. 

At the conclusion of the gospel. 
Deacon The Gospel of Christ.  
All Praise to you, Jesus the Christ.  

 
CALL TO PENITENCE 
Officiant Dear friends in Christ, every year we acknowledge Christ’s death 

and celebrate Christ’s resurrection. Lent is a time to prepare for 
this.  In order that our Lent may be a time of renewal and growth 
we begin this season by remembering our need for repentance 
and for the forgiveness of God proclaimed by Jesus the Christ. 



 
I invite you, therefore, in the name of Christ, to observe a holy 
Lent by self-examination and repentance, by prayer, fasting, self-
denial, and giving to those in need, and by reading and 
meditating on the Word of God. In humility and in silence let us 
call to mind our sin and the infinite mercy of God. 

Silence is held.  
 

  Trusting in God’s righteousness, let us pray for the world and for 
our needs, we pray saying, Loving God,   

All Hear our prayer.  
 
Deacon We pray this evening saying, Loving God hear our prayer.  

Steadfast God, thank you for sheltering us in the storms of life. 
Thank you for ministering to us through angels seen and 
unseen in times that test us. Thank you for claiming us as a 
people beloved forever. Because of your great love and care 
for us, we trust you in our brightest joys and deepest needs.                                                    
Loving God hear our prayer.  

We rejoice when dark clouds of trouble are overtaken by the 
light of your presence and new possibilities, when things settle 
down after a time of tossing about, when the great storm is 
over, and when the promise of resurrection life takes hold in us 
with sure and certain hope. Loving God hear our prayer.  

Healing God hear our prayers, we ask, for the deep needs of 
the world. In places of violence and warfare, give us the 
courage to lay down our weapons of death and promote life 
and well-being instead. In places of drought and fire, bring 
rains that make the earth colourful and verdant again. In places 
where the waters overtake their boundaries, allow the 
overflowing chaos to recede. In the midst of this pandemic give 
us grace to love our neighbour. Loving God hear our prayer.  



Eternal God, in life and in death, we belong to you. So, in the 
midst of life, we entrust ourselves to your care. We are bold to 
ask for help when we are confused, lost, or afraid. We are eager 
to ask for healing for our bodies and minds, whether wounded, 
ill, or recovering. Loving God hear our prayer.  

And we are unceasing in our prayers for those we love who are 
far from us physically, emotionally, or spiritually. In the midst of 
death and grief, even though we are weary, we return again 
and again, praying for comfort, or an easing of the pain that 
comes from loss, and for the light of your presence to pierce 
the present darkness. Loving God hear our prayer.  

As the heavens were torn open at Jesus’ baptism, and the 
curtain in the temple was torn at his crucifixion, so now tear 
open anything that divides us from you or hides your presence 
in our lives or in the church. We desire to hear your voice of 
love, to receive the gift of the Holy Spirit, and to see you 
clearly. Lead us to serve others faithfully as disciples of Jesus 
Christ, in whose name we pray. Loving God hear our prayer. 

 
Officiant Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit,  

let us pray as Jesus taught us.  
All Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 

come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our 
daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin 
against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 
forever. Amen.  

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND PREPARATION 
Officiant The prophet Joel cried out: Return to God with all your heart, 

with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; rend your hearts 
and not your clothing. For God is gracious and merciful, slow to 
anger, and abounding in steadfast love. Let us confess our sins 
and repent of all unrighteousness. Merciful God, 



All We confess that we have been a rebellious people. We have 
broken your covenant, and we have tolerated injustice in our land. 
We have not shared our food with the hungry, we have not 
sheltered the homeless, and we have not aided the destitute. We 
quarrel and fight among ourselves, and we use religion to cover 
our deceit. We have become a mockery of our heritage; the world 
looks at us and asks, Where is their God? Forgive us, O God. 
Subdue our rebellious hearts and restore in us the light of 
salvation, through Jesus the Christ. Amen.  

 Silence is held 
Officiant God of mercy,  
All We seek to renew our commitment, and consciously deepen our 

relationship with You. We recognize, O Christ, that we are simply 
dust. Remind us through these ashes of our dependence on You, 
and Your devotion to us. 
May we know the strength of Your Spirit as we seek to follow 
You; May we know the discipline of Your love as we seek to draw 
nearer to You; May we know the insight of Your wisdom as we 
seek to learn of You. As we recall the ashes upon our foreheads, 
may we know the joy of sharing with You in ministry, in suffering, 
in death and in life. For Your glory and your kingdom's sake. 

 
Officiant  God of love, as in Jesus the Christ you gave yourself to us,  

so may we give ourselves to you, living according to your holy 
will. Keep our feet firmly in the way where Christ leads us;  
help our lips speak the truth that Christ teaches us;  
fill our bodies with the life that is Christ within us.  

All Amen.  
 
THE PEACE 
Officiant May the peace of Jesus the Christ be with you all.  
All And also, with you.  

 
 
 



Officiant Glory to God,  
All whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can 

ask or imagine.  Glory to God from generation to generation, in 
the Church and in Christ Jesus, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
BLESSING 
Officiant May your journey through Lent draw you deeper into the 

mystery of the Divine and transform your heart and mind into a 
reflection of the Christ. While you are doing all of this difficult 
work know that the blessing of God is upon you: Creator, 
Redeemer, and Life-Giving Spirit. Now and forever.  

All Amen.  
 
Deacon Disciples of Christ go into the world, observe a Holy Lent:  

loose the bonds of injustice, break the yoke of oppression,  
feed the hungry, shelter the poor.   

All Thanks be to God! 
 


