
Advent 2021

The separation of God and humanity is captured in the question spoken while God walks in the garden in the cool of the 

evening ~ ‘Where are you?’ (Gen 3:8,9), asks God. These three words begin the yearning and longing for the Messiah, for 

reconciliation with God that is woven throughout the Hebrew Testament and culminates in the birth of Jesus the Babe of 

Bethlehem. Throughout Advent we are called to yearn for the Messiah, to prepare ourselves for the Incarnation ~ the 

miracle of God mad flesh. What are we yearning for, how are we preparing our hearts for this transformation of love in our 

lives? These questions and more will be explored in beyond the Manger  our Advent bible study. Everyone is welcome.                                    

Wednesday evenings 7 - 9 pm ~ Nov 24, Dec 1, 8 and 15 via ZOOM  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89965343204?pwd=NVBSQ1lOenluMWJPZDNaUERJSkZlZz09 

Meeting ID: 899 6534 3204  ~  Passcode: 019967 

beyond the 

Manger



Advent first appeared as a liturgical season in the late 4th century. When first introduced Advent was a dualistic season. The first 
two weeks focused on the promise and hope of the 2nd Coming of Christ. The second two weeks focused on the birth and 
incarnation ~ God Made Flesh! 

The word ‘Advent’ is derived from the Latin word adventus, meaning ‘coming,’ which is a translation of the Greek word parousia. 
In the 4th and 5th centuries the season of Advent was used as baptismal preparation for the baptism of new Christians at the 
Feast of the Epiphany. 

For centuries Advent had a penitential bent similar to Lent. In the late 1980’s the Anglican and Lutheran Church took a bold new 
theological step and assigned a new theology to Advent, right down to the colour of the liturgical season, which went from 
Purple to Blue. The season went from one of penitence to one of Anticipatory Hope! The most significant change in this 
theology was the view that we are co-conspirators with Christ in the ongoing creation and recreation of the world around us.  

We are an Advent people, a people who are incarnations: we experience God breaking into our world always! We find and 
experience the incarnation presence of God in our relationships with family, friends, and the stranger among us. We experience 
God in the beauty of the natural world; the cry of a new born baby, and in the wonder of a starlit night sky.  

Throughout our lives, we move from one event to another, one relationship to another, one task to another - all in the same day. 
Thinking of your day: what is the liturgy of your life - work, family, home, play, and prayer? How many people do you cross paths 
with each and everyday? How many of them do you know? These are the questions of Advent. What might happen if we 

Advent 2021 - Nov 24/21

Life a Series of Sacred Moments
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us. John 1:14a



right from wrong; he must be encouraged and nurtured. 
And now consider on whom God depends on for this - 2 
human parents - people just like you and me. People who 
in this 21st century serve the stranger, smile at the lost, and 
feed the hungry, participate in the nurture and care of the 
Babe of Bethlehem.  

“Occasionally in life there are those moments of 
unutterable fulfillment, which cannot be completely 
explained by those symbols called words. Their meanings 
can only be articulated in the inaudible language of the 
heart.”                                             Martin Luther King Jr.  

Watch the following video from the Bible Project 
https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/gospel-luke-1/ 

Questions: 

1. What in my life do I consider sacred? 
2. How do I participate in the day-to-day life of the realm of 

God?  
3. Advent is a season that takes us on a journey from 

darkness to light - both in the sense of night and day - 
and also in the realm of God vs the Roman Empire. In 
Romans chapter 13, Paul tells us to ‘put on the armour of 
light’ - what does that mean for us living in the 21st 
century?  

4. Who is totally dependent on me? Who do I depend on? 
5. Personal reflection question - what personal reflection do 

I need to engage in before I truly see myself as a 
reflection, an incarnation of the image of God?

consider our lives as a series of Sacred Moments? Might this give us the 
opportunity to consider anew the impact that we have on the world 
around use and which it has on us?  
Advent invites us to look through a sacred lens, and by being mindful of 
our day-to-day lives, our lives may become less a collection of things to 
do, and more like an unending melody line in the symphony of the realm 
of God. As reflections of the image of God, we are also incarnate beings, 
God dwells in our hearts, and if we are intentional, in our lives!  
Consider this - the unsung story of Christmas; the unsung story of the 
Babe of Bethlehem, is the untold potential that God holds in the human 
person. The Saviour of the world entered the world exactly as you and I 
did, as a totally dependent infant, dependent on the people around him 
for his very life. Mary’s child must be fed and cared for; taught his ABC’s, 
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Incarnation

Word made Flesh
The Word Made Flesh, God Poured Out 

This painting conceptualizes the beautiful mystery of God 
blending with creation. It is an abstract mixing of power and 
humility, order and chaos, light and dark. For me, The Word 
Made Flesh could also be described as God Poured Out. In 
Jesus, the grace of God poured into creation like a waterfall 
of sacrificial love. Let the mystery pour over you. Allow grace 
to mix with your life. May the unpredictable Word overflow in 
you heart. 

Artist Mike Moyers



“Bodies are temporary homes for the Divine to dwell.”  

My father taught me that more than 50 years ago and it has 
stuck with me. Think about that with me for a moment - 
your body, my body, our neighbours body, the drug addict’s 
body, the prostitute’s body,  the athletes body, the body 
that is in a wheelchair; all bodies as homes for the Divine. 
Of course we know this to be so in the pattern of life of 
Jesus the Christ - but - how can my body possibly be like 
that.  

Questions 
1. What does it mean to be a dwelling place for the Divine? 
2. Is my body the only one I need be concerned about? 
3. Where or what tension might exist between the Divine 

and the fragile flesh our bodies are made of?  

On the Mystery of the Incarnation 

It’s when we face for a moment 
the worst our kind can do, and shudder to know 
the taint in our own selves, that awe 
cracks the mind’s shell and enters the heart: 
not to a flower, not to a dolphin, 
to no innocent form 
but to this creature vainly sure 
it and no other is god-like, God 
(out of compassion for our ugly 
failure to evolve) entrusts, 
as guest, as brother, 
the Word. 

Denise Levertov, from The Stream & the Sapphire: Selected 
Poems on Religious Themes 

Watch the following very short video from Nadia Bolz-
Weber 
https://www.theworkofthepeople.com/home-within-flesh 

Listen and read along to this extraordinary essay.  
And Now, This Body by Kerr Mesner  
https://geezmagazine.org/magazine/article/and-now-this-
body 

Incarnation

Word made Flesh
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http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0811213544/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=inthemean-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0811213544
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0811213544/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=inthemean-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0811213544
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0811213544/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=inthemean-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0811213544
https://www.theworkofthepeople.com/home-within-flesh
https://geezmagazine.org/magazine/article/and-now-this-body
https://geezmagazine.org/magazine/article/and-now-this-body
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